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A bipartisan group of lawmakers has filed a court brief urging the state Supreme 

Court to reconsider its ruling that in September struck down the state’s charter 

schools. 

By Joseph O’Sullivan  

Seattle Times Olympia bureau 

OLYMPIA — A bipartisan group of lawmakers is urging the state Supreme Court to 

reconsider its ruling that struck down the state’s charter schools. 

The September ruling overturned a law voters had narrowly approved in 2012 to allow 

publicly funded, privately operated, charter schools. State Attorney General Bob 

Ferguson has asked the court to reconsider its decision. 

In a court brief dated Monday, five Democratic and five Republican lawmakers argued 

that among other things “the Court’s opinion potentially undercuts legislative authority 

on the organization” of the state’s schools. 

Legislators also argued that the state budget does not currently use common school 

fund money for charter schools. 

In the majority decision, Chief Justice Barbara Madsen wrote that charter schools aren’t 

“common schools” because they’re governed by appointed boards, rather than elected 

ones, and thus “money that is dedicated to common schools is unconstitutionally 

diverted to charter schools.” 

Democratic lawmakers supporting the memo include Reps. Judy Clibborn of Mercer 

Island, Eric Pettigrew of Seattle and Larry Springer of Kirkland. GOP supporters include 

Sens. Joe Fain of Auburn, Steve Litzow of Mercer Island and John Braun of Centralia. 

http://www.seattletimes.com/author/joseph-osullivan/
http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/education/state-supreme-court-charter-schools-are-unconstitutional/
http://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/pdf/897140.pdf


Information from The Seattle Times archives is included in this report. Joseph 

O'Sullivan: 360-236-8268 or josullivan@seattletimes.com. On Twitter @OlympiaJoe 
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